Alveolar echinococcosis of the brain in five patients.
Cerebral alveolar echinococcis is a biologically aggressive infestation that mimics a malignant neoplasm radiologically and macroscopically. This paper describes the clinical and radiological aspects of the disease, with new diagnostic studies, and discusses the surgical treatment of this infestation. The records of five patients with cerebral alveolar echinococcis treated at our center between 2000 and 2004 were reviewed. Three patients underwent radical surgical treatment and received antihelminthic therapy post-operatively, two of whom experienced asymptomatic recurrence. Two patients with multiple lesions were treated with antihelminthic therapy alone. The prognosis was poor for these patients. Radical surgery combined with antihelminthic therapy of sufficient duration are mandatory to prevent the progression of symptoms but the disease continues to be difficult to cure.